
Dementia Friendly America:
An Overview



Dementia Friendly America

• Launched at 2015 White House Conference on Aging

• Goal: To catalyze a movement to more effectively support 
those living with dementia and their care partners

• Fiscal agent and program administrator: National Association 
of Area Agencies on Aging 

www.dfamerica.org

http://www.dfamerica.org/
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The Growing Need
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In San Juan County

808733
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The Growing Need



A Dementia Friendly Community is ...

• … informed, safe and respectful of individuals 
with the disease, their families and caregivers 

• … and provides supportive options that foster 
quality of life. 

• DFA communities are working to become 
more dementia friendly
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Response to the Need



1. Convene key community leaders and members to understand dementia 
and its implications for your community. Then, form an Action Team.

2. Engage key leaders to assess current strengths and gaps in your 
community 

3. Analyze your community needs and determine the issues stakeholders 
are motivated to act on; then set community goals.

4. Act together to implement  and identify ways to measure progress.

Community Toolkit Steps



Sample Community Actions

• Offering training to bank, 
restaurant and shop 
employees

• Collaborating with law 
enforcement on training, ID 
bracelets, file of life initiatives

• Providing a safe space for those with dementia to gather 
and engage (“memory cafe”)
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Alignment with Age-Friendly

Our website includes sector guides, provider tools, a community toolkit and other 
guidance for communities working towards becoming dementia friendly. 



For more information about the

Dementia Friendly Community project on Orcas 
see:

www.orcasseniors.org/dementia-friendly/

Or call (360) 376-2677

Dementia Friendly Orcas

http://www.orcasseniors.org/dementia-friendly/
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