Dear
Picture, if you will, a senior member of our community, already isolated before COVID. In early
April they receive a call from an Orcas Senior Center volunteer who says, “We are reaching out
to ask, during this pandemic, is there anything you need?”
When the pandemic hit, requiring our community to shelter in place, we acted quickly to
ensure our seniors were not forgotten. The Orcas Senior Center launched the Buddy Check-In
program to help address concerns about isolation and personal needs, and to determine if
some would welcome a weekly check-in call. This innovative program is now offered as a
standard service under the well-recognized banner of Hearts and Hands.
Isolation was not the only concern. When the center closed, Meals on Wheels deliveries
quickly doubled, then tripled. To meet the growing need, new drivers were brought on board
and new safety protocols introduced, ensuring uninterrupted meal delivery.
Expanding our support to our community, we are bringing back many of the programs and
services you love, offering them in new ways to meet the challenges of COVID. Check out
orcasseniors.org for many new Zoom offerings, and for services like foot care and audiology
that now operate under enhanced health and safety protocols.
With no end to the pandemic in sight, now more than ever, our continued success is only
possible with your help.
We are seeking to raise $50,000 to help cover both
ongoing expenses and new expenses related to
COVID safety, including PPE supplies, deep cleaning
and sanitizing, and HVAC upgrades.
Your gift will help sustain the Buddy Check-In
program, Meals on Wheels, foot care, and many
other services and programs.
Could you help us reach our goal?
Sincerely,

Lynnette Wood, Chair
Orcas Senior Center

•

Your $25 gift could pay for one week
of Meals on Wheels lunches for a
senior in need

•

Your $50 gift could pay for staff to
coordinate 25 Buddy volunteers for
one week

•

Your $150 gift could pay for six weeks
of PPE supplies for the foot care
program

•

Your $500 gift could pay for four
asymptomatic COVID-19 tests for
foot care nurses

•

Your $1,000 gift could pay for two
weeks of kitchen operations for
Meals on Wheels

